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ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM. 



OEYERAL of my predecessors in the ofiice which My Pre. 
I have now the honour to hold, of Keeper of this ^^®**^"- 
Museum, have set me the example of giving some ac-* 
count of the history, the present state, and the prospects 
of the Museum. The latest and best was given by 
Mr. Philip Duncan, in 1830; this was printed, and 
also prefixed to the Catalogue of the Museum, which 
was published in 1836; and is still to be had at the 
Museum, of Mr.RoweU, who has prepared a continu- 
ation of it to the present time. 

The collection wa? originally begun in the time of Tradea- 
Elizabeth, or James I., by John Tradescant. Accord- ^*° 
ing to one account, he was a Dutch merchant settled 
in London, who had been originally one of the refugees 
expelled from Holland by the bigots of those days on 
religious grounds, like so many others who helped to 
augment the wealth of England at that period. Whether 
this account is correct or not, he was a man of great 
acquirements on various subjects, especially in botany 
and horticulture. He was employed by the Lords Salis- 
bury and Wotton. He bore the title of the King's 
Gardener, was sent in the fleet to Algeria, and col- 
lected plants in Barbary and the Mediterranean Is« 
lands. He was also selected by Lord Danby to take 
charge of the Botanical Garden, but died about that 
time. He was assisted and succeeded by his son, who 
kept the then celebrated Tradescant'a Ark until the 
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4 A8HM0LBAN MUSEUM. 

time of Charles IL It was the earliest collection of the 
kind formed in England, and chiefly consisted of what 
are called curiosities, without regard to whether they 
were objects of Natural History — the works of God, or 
Antiquities — the works of Man, in the olden time. The 
collection^ with the additions of Ashmole, included Birds, 
Curiott* Beasts, and Fishes, especially the productions of distant 
countries, all that was comprised under the general 
name of ''Rarities/' Such was the general character 
of a Museum down to our own time* 
. The University has wisely decided on separating this 
miscellaneous collection, and distributing it to the dif- 
ferent departments to which each belongs. The old 
Old Cata. Catalogues of the Ashmolean Museum are therefore 
A. wood'w tbing3 of the past. Anthony Wood's Manuscripts, of 
Hrddes. ^^^^^ * catalogue was published by my predecessor, 
ford. Ml-. Huddesford, in 1761, as then in the Ashmolean 
Museum, qiust now be sought for in the Bodleian 

Ashmoie's Library. The large collection of Ashmole's Manuscripts, 

Mss w r 

H. Bkck.' of which a catalogue was published by Mr. Black in 

PortraitP. 1846% must also bc sought for there. Most of the Por- 
H^r^* traits enumerated in Mr. Duncan's Catalogue will be found 
either in the Bodleian Picture Gallery, the Hope Por- 
trait Gallery, or in the Taylor and Randolph Build- 
ings. The objects of Natural History are now in the 
Natural Muscum of Natural Science in the Parks, built for the 

ISci6IlC6 

New Mu- purpose with part of the money obtained for the Univer- 
^^"' sity from the Bible Press, by the clever management of 
.ToBeph my late Uncle, Mr. Joseph Parker. They can still be 
foundi I believe, by the numbers given in Mr. Duncan's 
Catalogueu It is not probable that many of these really 
belonged to the original collection of John Tradescant 
or bis son, forming the once celebrated Tradescant's 

^ An Indei to this was publiflhdd in 1867. 
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Ark in South Lambeth, where it r^nained an object 
of great public attention for about half A century, and 
a Catalogue of it was published in 1656. At the death* 
of the younger Tradeseant, in the time of Charles II., 
he bequeathed his coUeotion to his friend Eitas A^hmole, EViag 
who had been a lodger ini his house for some years, and 
had taken great interest in the Cariosities. Ashmole 
became a celebrated antiquary, and was a leading cha- 
racter of his time, the historian of Berkshire and of the - 
Order of the Garter, and Windsor Herald. 

Ashmole added his large cdlection of books and 
manuscripts; no bookfr were iiamed in Tradescant's 
Catalogue. He proposed to present this vahiable col- 
lection to the University of Oxford, who acc^ed the 
offer, and to shew their sense of. the value of it, erected 
the present building for it. / 

^ Anthony Wood, in his life of Ashmole ^ says^ that in 
October, 1677, Ashmole offered to give ^^ all his rarities" 
to the University, if it "would build a fabric to receive, 
them,'' and that the. offer was accepted under that 
condition. The Account Books of the ' University, for 
1679 and some following years, contain entries of sums 
of money expended on the building, but make no men- 
tion of any money given by auy person to meet such 
expenditure. 

The name of the architect was Wood, apparently 
a local architect ^ the idea that it was caie of the butid* 
ings of Sir Christopher Wren is altogether a modem 
one; the first author who mentions it is' Alexander 
Chalmers, in his '♦ History of Oxford,'* which was pub- 
lished in the eariy part of the present century. ' 

For me to read the Catalogue of the additions maile 
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to the'OoUection ffom iiine to tiode^ and eoupUitteiiti 
BoweU'8 the donors, would be rather tedious work fodr the Society 



propned a peifeefe list of them with great oare. I pro* 

poao tof print hia sumnurjr as an appendix to this 

Choice Leoture. I wiH only say tfait although the CoUeo^ 

tioiL ' tiQQ is not large, it is very choiee^^ and owtaisfi many 

^dsgs not to he foond daewhare. The Qofleetion oi 

Flint im« EUnft impkments is remarkably good. These objeots 

^^^ are one of the oonneoting linka betwoen Archaeology 

and Gbdbgy; some sn so rade ami strange that doubt 

has been eoquressed whether nm's hands, or aeeidenta 

of nature^ have fonoed (Jiem» and they bdong to the 

early ages of the humaii race/ whidb have been o^ed 

the Piei^Histonc times. They ase contkiuslly found in 

gravels or driffas, wh^re water hss formerly flowedi noti 

only m yMofs, bat <rfteit high in the hiUs, and this in 

many parte of the world. In ABseriea^ fine .specsimens 

.qI tibmi' have been fimnd» and in Am and Afriea^ as 

wdH as in Euan^poa 

For the well^assorted Dasffish spedmeBS^ wo are in^^ 

d^ted to Mn RawUnson, tlM^ eminent civil engineer.. 

British We have a tolerabb coQeotion of BiiMsh and Bomano**: 

mwm. British Pottery; one important series, ilhistvatod bf 

*®^- a very curious and intereafcing model of a Britisb Vil* 

lage^ was obtained at Standiabe ia Oxfwdshire« In 

Mr. Hatchings' CoUecticm^ wehave besides other '^ra* 

liam^'' one oi the finest Britiirii Urns in the kingdom. . 

In Anglo-Saxon remains, we can stand comparison 

with, any other museum^ thaidna to the liberality oif Mr. 

Wyiie. WyKe, who gave us the objects described in his w<«* 

ealled "Fairford Graves*** 
BongWB A considerable part of the Anglo*Saxott remains €ol<» 
^^ lected by Douglas for his Nania BriUumca were given 

11100, 



ABHIfOlAAN MtiUmU. 7 

to tk» Moseum, and large additiona have been made to 
this branch by different benefactors ^ 

We still have our Alfred's Jewel, the head of hiiAiAreds 
Bceptre, a genuine and curious piece of Anglo-Sanm or 
English jewellery and enamel of a period when the Sng^ 
lish were celebrated for such work, as their ladies were 
for embroidery and hice. These were much sought fost 
even in Rome, and prove that the English of that day 
were not ieMnd the best of Europe in civilisation \ 
But we must not conclude that they were in advance 
of other people. Metal-work^ embroidery, and laoe,Me«»i. 
are just things that can be done by people who can 
neither read nor write, and are generally better done 
when that is the case. A man who is entirely ignomnt 
of everything else but his worik, can give his whole mind 
to that work, and employ bis utmost skill and ingenuity 
upon it. Thus, at the poreaent time, the best workers in 
jewellery are the Etrusean peasants on the hiUs round Etnucans. 
Rome, now employed by Castellani, as their ancestors Casteikni. 
were by the jewellers of the Roman Emperors, and be*» 
fore them possibly by the jewellers of the kings of 
Rome, and of Etruria itself, the kings of Veil, before 
the union of the Etruscan people with the Romans. We 
must remember that Veil was a larger city than Rome at 
the time it was conquered, and that the whole of the 
inhabitants eventually became Roman citizens. Some 
of the greatest patrician families of Rome, in the tune of 
the Republic and of the early Empire, were of Etruscan 

* Professor I^hllllps, my ptid6(xaMt in the cBte 6i Keep&t at the Mii- 
tpam, eommenced ft aiUeafcion of «Btiq«itics £)u&d In Oxford or iU itttintf 
diate neighbourhood only. This ahready contains a variety of British* Boman, 
Anglo-Saxon, and Medieval remains, and it is hoped that it will be increased 
hy tot)i0r d^nntloiis f loni time to t^me. 
, ^ Qath»ti9terestwg9«lgeo(i, we will refer to M,f*c^ 
JSecherehea wr te commerce, la/dbricattpn ei Vusage des Hofftt de 9oie, &c., 
vol. il, pp. SSe— 843. Faris> 18(^1, 2 voliS. 4to. 
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origin, fiud prided themselves upon it. The l^ipios, fw 
example, always buried their dead after the- Etmsean 
fashion, and would not follow the Roman fashion of 
that period, of burning their dead, cailed cremation* 
In these Etruscan and Semi-Etruscan tombs, that beau-* 
tiful ancient jewellery has been found, the imitation of 
which by Castellani's workmen, above alluded to, is so 
much the fashion at present. 

I may observe also, that the ancient Bronze-work is 
often beautifully executed, quite equal to anything that 
can be done now; yet this frequently belongs to a 
period probably a thousand years before the Christian 
era. Bronze not being liable to rust, the ornaments 
worked in that mixed metal are the most durable of 
any. Gold and silver ornaments are often melted down 
for the value of the metal ; bronze is not sufficiently 
valuable to make it answer to do this. These ancient 
works of art are more valuable in their present state, 
than they would be if melted down. Ironwork has 
generally suflFered very much from rust ; but we occa- 
sionally find objects'preserved, which shew, that the work 
was equally well executed. Wrought ironwork at the 
present time is best executed by those who have been 
educated as workers of iron only, and are ignorant of 
everything else. The Russian peasants are said to be 
the best workers in iron at the present day. In our 
own country, the village blacksmiths can generally exe* 
cute wrought iron better than the workmen of the great 
manufactories. Before quoting the subject of ancient 
ironwork, I may mention that in the recent demolition 
of a part of the wall of Servius Tullius in Rome, it was 
found that the great blocks of tufa, of which it was 
built, were fixed together with iron clamps clasping the 
edges of two stones ; no mortar or cement was used. I 
purchased two or three of these iron clamps of the work- 



vam, and ihey are now in the Museum with the Bomao 
tiles and specimens of stone. 

This brings me to the principal object of my Lecture/ oiject 
to shew in what manner this Museum may be made unamm. 
a living thing, and thoroughly useful for the object of 
the University, — the education of the people of Eng- 
land. I think that this may be done by connecting 
the Museum and this Society as closely together as pos- 
sible* The Museum will supply objects to study. The 
members (A the Society will study them, and lecture 
upon them, to explain them to other members who 
h^ve not time to study them. £ach will take his own 
branch of study and elucidate it. 

The Museum is now a Museum of Archaeology only, Arcbaeo- 
What is Arch8W)logy ? It is History in detail^ and the 
details are tenfold more interesting than the dry skele-* 
tons called School Histories. Details give life and inte* 
rest to any subject. Archaeology is also history taught 
by the eye, by shewing a series of tangible objects ; and 
what we have once seen we can remember far better 
than anything of which we have only heard or read. 
This Museum must be made to illustrate the History of 
Architecture, and Sculpture, and Painting— or rather 
Drawing. Paintings require more space, and students 
of Painting must be referred to the Picture Galleries, 

Architecture is naturally the first point ; we must have Arcwtec 
a building to put them in, before we have objects of art 
and virtii. Sculptures and Paintings require some build- 
ing to put them in. Architecture has long been the 
most popular branch of Archaeology, and this Society 
was originally established for the special study of the 
history of Architecture. The Heraldic Society, which Henadie 
had existed for some years previously, but was then in ^' 
a dying state, was incorporated with it, and th? heraldic 
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Libraiy of thafc Society now fonns part of our library^ 
Hiatoricai Aq Historical Society, under Mr. Goldwin Smith. wa« 
^' also incorporated with it at a subsequent period, be- 
cause we always considered that the historical view, and 
not the practice, of Architecture was our qbject. W9 
Practice believc, indeed, that our casts of mouldings and oth^ 
t^^ details, our models, and especiaUyour exceUent Libraiy. 
are veiy useful to the profession ; and one of our earliest 
Harrison, members, Mr, Harrison, became an eminent architect* 
*^^*' Mr. Street also made use of our Library, and was 
a member of our Committee. He studied his profes* 
sion in Oxford for some years, and it is an excellent 
field for the study. But our main object always ww 
' Historical; we should never forget the weighty words 
of Mr. Goldwin Smith, which might well serve for the 
Goldwin motto of our Society. " The JSuildings of every nation 
"" ' &re an important part of its nietory, hut a part that hc^ 
been neglected ly all Historians^ because the Historians 
themselves have been entirely ignorant of the subject^ 
That future Historians may not be ignorant of it, is one 
of the objects of this Society. When ,Arch8Bology 1% 
made part of the system of Education in Oxford, as 
I trust it will be, with the help of this Museum, miy 
educated man will feel it a disgrace to be ignorant of it^. 
The subject in itself, in its general outline, is so simple 
and easy, and when that outline is once understood 
is 80 Easily followed up in oqe branch or another, and 
so useful for assisting to understand other branches of 
. history, that it seems impossible that it should not be 
taken up in earnest. 
Theiadies. The ladies are already taking the lead in this 
matter. Architecture or Archaeology is nov part of 
the course of study in the education of young ladies, 
^hd I have frequently observed in society that to find 
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out whether a young lady knows anytjiiqg ol Awliffi* 
ology or not, is a test whether she has been highly 
educated ov not. The daughters of our higher nobility^ 
who have generally had the best education that can/j^^Jt^ 
be obtained, are almost always well acquainted with i , 
Archaeology. Some of my most favourite pupils have ^ , p t^ . 
been young ladies of this class, our future Duchesses 
or Countesses. I could mention names, but for the 
fear of offending the modesty, or rather the ahyness, of . - 
the English character. 

I hope you will excuse this little digression. I will 
now remind you of the words of another distinguished 
Oxford man, — Dean Stanley : '* What Comparative Anar i>eaii 
iomy is to the study of Medicine^ that Archceohgy is t0 
the study of History.** 

As the two names that I have mentioned both belong 
to the Liberal party, and party spirit sometimes lays hold 
bt names, and our object might possibly be misrepresented 
in consequence, it may be as well to mention some namea 
on the other side. In the early days of our Society, 
Br. Newman sometimes attended our meetings, and he Dr. New. 
*aid that ^ It was a pleasure to attend the Meetings o;f "^"* 
this iSociety^ because it was the only neutral gr&u/nd in 
Oxford*^ At that time. Polemics ran very high in 
Oxford J but Archaeology has nothing to do with Politics 
or Polemics. At the present time, Earl Stanhope^ Earisun- 
founder of the Stanhope Prize and President of the So^ ^°^®' 
ciety of Antiquaries of London, and the Marquis of Salis* Marquis 
bury, our new " honoured Lord and Obancellor," are Su^^" 
cordially with us, and deUghted to hear that thers is . 
a fair prospect of a real revival of the study of Archse-^ 
ology in Olford. The spirit of Archaeology is nooes*' 
sarily Conservative. At the same time, we see the oe* 
cessity of taking Liberal views of progress^ and giving 
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^^a^iy^^bef OosHMjpditenylf i^l is 'tasktdm; fits ^object tv 
lt§^lr($'4^i()lotr:¥^lIy^ fitxxiyit \^stiinuik>4heiponRret)t)f oomi- 
{if6l4$o^, di ^txttaphxif&gi'i^ ctriQ^e distiMbniiitJi 

German ^^sed IjhyoUgb^ mf husfA^ ^M^M it '(Senxiflai i fpienft 

French. ^n« W ^fife fefiiairig ' A!fdhBBdo|gigte' of GetAkSiWf, oa ose 

^id^, tlh€ sobi6'of th« leadm'g lAr^fa^eoibgiBts of^:%»iicb 

on the other, making ttse of inG['a^ « neiiiM'<and m 

^H@itd b h^tip i^^kids^, t(> «Xp^^ tbeik: determinatuii to 

tVtiiain frtetida 'afl t;b^r KV^d^ nidtirith^taiiiidliig JOie^ [iref- 

i*bhf? ^iii&it^^biBt#<^ Itte J iwo uatSofli^; - - ^ i ; u «; - n 

Compa- -'^ lt» 1» fejr ;c6tiipWlng^bti9Kall 'Vemsms -m ^oAe- iplao&iwith 

mdfi^'.peii'fet^'mi&aill^tif tfae>^id6>:Macl abititf Jdie atoe 

fyeiibd^ M 'dbhk^'plaK^ibi tlmt'^w^dear^ to dndoEstand tbk 

n t^alfef^ t^ihaidi^. 'tfo^iearry^ dflotl|is^^tu%; kgmeid?fM' 

^kbA^^tkL&>ipm^P 6f t^e&ibg ikt^iand' tride^' bdfeiflie 

b¥6 >^f> Pictography^ eifkMes hs to purkte j(hi4f nbbdy Hjr 

^;- »^ i/: ^if o^fa rireSM^^^^ bettei;' thdnnre 

ui' r/ <eo«i*^d<i b;^ t^ttv^Hlifg, bMJ4u«^ ys^e ca»»pl8^ tb«f0bjecte 

•^M€f^ bjf'^idei arid libt 3l^v«<it[jA Iriirt ilo i»femo#yfiorlto 

dt^ftdrigs] 'Whidh »id iJ0fr' dlWfi^^ to^ be 'di^teded ^mi ' • 

Photo- > 'At fins* ' ^BigUt, ^itifeedi ' *t ^may ^ i^ppep,? i abstfcd *(y' ) ^y 

^"^''^r.^ ^hat itt tKsf small btiiteing'tb^g^rwklHiktoi^^ 

. . ) on *<&fctd^6 iftfeffee 'ffliSstora^. f B« 4hw moiJei* aii ol/PM- 

' ' ' tdgit^by '^Kbles' us to 'dionnitty t^«»gs^ thmk )wei'0ihi|)od- 

Serottx ^fifJWe b^Offe* • ^life ^ia* wwk- pf iSeiiA»x d'Agindowf tv thfe 

co^r Hk^iiry of Arihifekuii^/ Sdaljrtia^, A«Bd' Paratittgy<//w» 

i^fMp ^idhM] sbfeWs' ' wbttt^ ttiajr b© itdoael by sa vvhSI. 

■sfete«ed^se«e* 6f i fe}{^tt»^le8 4irf ida^ottdkgfeal owter/-«Wh 

•tbotrg^ 4bd' dt^^yingsjMm Urfcialj ihifc Jpfet#r«rfe aett- 

^l^riEifi^,M^^^^ tb«dLd(l^sia^4^ tfd^/bttil 
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yeBit^pastvlthavelbeAji ejideATdutibg ft0fsti^p}^i4^^flAqp 
jo£ these i bad 'tegriavabg^ ky^ a ; ^iq^t- of> Bbo()()gi^p]»9 
-fomii^ed /in chffdHolog&iii/ dr(^i oc^tdivgutmftWflf^P 
dtid ubddpjihergai^n^e'ofr B'i«||ino€Arit.V{WW ,^^lwef 
'ptoportiom <4dvim Mw^h^i^^, , neq^^f^ilf ; lakei^ , if rpip 

JtoM»/ffop fthqr. ;*ob14 h^ i3u.i^(l: »f»Rhiere/^lse^o ^1 J ^*®™«- 
fhiHkU.attQW)libvfl phi^tqgrfriA^.d?! aUi bf» R«^c);pj4Jj#| 

pol|tioifllyi> tha* i Atti the! arta^ jil^f fertd Iheuf . i^^trft ( jtbofp 
as a natural (X)nsequwi5ft. ? 'fhft{tB«wB§J^tm«W>t^[M^ 
r^flftcara ^. (baiiothey^vi^fm ^adUik^ CQp]){i«(la, i^td^. jaU [the ,.. » 
saiap ochlvtarged/. louHhatidpoifrti ifroni;iJiif)Mit*i^il-;^i»rtQr ' ' 
idxb^ 'V^eveinderivled^^ abdv/'wjm^ |^iei»i:diat«fil^ii^di(&iGMa^ 
nomior )OVKi) dl' the^iiJroiiiiiioeft^iof n|he BAmmi ^&npm Roman 
wfhidh^bqcatawr thediflSrentiCowitrite ofe iiW)(derttt Hwfip^ prorinccc. 
flli^ .:l(teal.i!peottlii^tia$ ^ of ; <*trf);- cpilRfl|fry».t^'^{ ^\ftmt. 
cBUfih^^ tmtted tlQ^^the;fpQlrtiQtt|iaf. EQatfttf.f]:)ui}(j|iuBg.:4J(tt special 
4fcaVipiwinM^^gQ»ejaHy iavth«f(c^lsV/^f ^tbtf pRowoo^ m tyi^f 
«iGrbiohvkia^«(erved a^na jbype ^ ^bp ;i»habi(;a»t%^iwj^u 
the «<iitall^itrf..ihe «l:k.<)£,'buili^i»g5 begaft».fffter.4be/jiqir 
MOOi \ ' TfeHi ia . pwr jicirfady .»vifl^irt . in the ^iffiegent /pro- . 
vinces W Gallic I ts. thw: t^en! ivsU; \^k^wn: by^my^ ^*tle}te^* ok^l; 
fti^bd> M^ de'^aumorit, i* ihis.iwMrivw.lircH'Jca 4|iH«« tbp ©e cau. 

feaf jiforty; yearfl>^>f^t)i)tW)gr(Mrito Oami^^ffrnf^ "*'"*'• 
ifM?«twwtofc«, larhicbii^^ l^O,.^ntlM«arM^ 

-i%/j^6^(*rbieh{)h6. ha^icams^ *a^9Wr?siM<5f ?i?^ ^<4fti5- 

ittlijepfii^ dnjiipto«ey^j?aiws.^f f jR«^ 

the fiftci^idi JjibitajTwilted Ii&flp^iRilJlribft i»fl?e,^is94fji|i 
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better imdei-stood. As k case hi ^oint, to ishew thtf 

denvatibn of a Provincial style from some (>tt^ Roman 

Provincial building wliich has served as a type foi* the provincfe^, 

Lyooa. I may mention that in the diocJese of Lyons, the 'colucnna 

continued to be fluted d6wn to this thirteenth century^ 

because th6 Roman bmlding, Avhieh sei*ved as a type* 

had |,fluted columns. The Maisbn Carree at Nismeti 

has on t\ie exterior thirty fluted Corinthian colamnsv 

The Roman Temple of Augu^os ^nd Livi^, at Vieime^ 

in Dauphiny, now the Museum, has also flcrted Oo^ 

. rinthian columns. This is not very far frbm Ly<ms i 

and fluted columns can be seen in work ^f ' the Air- 

» 

te^nth C(^ntttry in the apse of Sifot-Jean, iti Lyons 
Cathedral. 

In the present state of Europe, and at this ^eoibn 

6f the year, it would be ra*her difficult for the members 

Of bar Society to go and see these things with their owtt 

eye^j they must be content to trust to bther peopled 

eyes, and the large collection of en^ratings Md di^w« 

ings that are in the Society^s Library, and which they 

will bear in mind thtit eadi member dm have to his 

Advan- own fireside. PKotc^iraphs aare still better, when they 

Photo- can be obtained } in these, Ve do not have to trufi* to the 

graphs, gy^ ^y |.jjg hw\A of Other people. A buHdifiig shewn iii 

a photograph is as well seen as on the spot, sometimes 

better, for the photographer is obliged to choose thb 

Bcsiiight. right time of the day, when there is a good light upoQ 

the object, and sometimes details can only be seen when 

there is a good light upon them. I have frequently 

been obliged to have the same object taken two or three 

times, because the light had not been right nt first. In 

Late. the case of the remains of the House of Flautius Later- 

'*"^ anus, of the time of Nero, which was incorporated in 

the city wall by Aurelian, and thus pres€SrwJ, I had 



this done hidf-a-dosen. timed before I wa9 satisfied t,hat 
the old doors* wipdaws^ ^v^d the construction of the y(^\\ 
af ft hQwe of the first century » could bci seen. 

Of the two-tboQs^nd^ Photographs that 1, have beeu itqiiuu» 
^aU^ to have prepftred i^ Hop^e^ there is now a set 
in this Mu^i^upi, It i^ arra^g9d for reference acqord-i 
ing to the numbers in the prijat^d Catalogue, and, hy 
moanii of the Index, any mH^^ cm be looked out 
in a low minutes { ^ that a ^lu^ept. cfin at oncq h^vfi 
photographs o£ att the ^xUt^ng r^tiin.^ i\\ Boi^e that 
illustrate tha subj^t he wishes to study. Ta^V^* fof in- subjecu 
stance, the Fortifications; ym bav^.ftU that ^reiflain^ ^f Fortifiy* 
the fortifications of the time of the Kings of ^ipf\% ^^^^' 
now included within the wall of the Empire. Th^X 
formed originally the i(\9,er apd principal Ijn^ of de-> 
f^ee, while w||iat had been oAly. the less iroportfint 
earthwcffka on the outer }ina« afterwards had. the grea^t 
wall of AureUan built upon thaw ; and 'fn^ Pity was 
than extended to this wall, instead of being pppfined 
to the narrow limits of the City of th? |Cing% as it 
had been for many centuries^ The great wall of Au- 
velian was thirteen miles in extent, and fifty feet high, 
and had a corridor for the sentinels mad^ in tfhe wall 
itself, with towers at regular intervals, Several mil^; 
of these corridors within the wall of Rome sjtjll e^ist^ 
and I have numerous photographs pf them, ^bis wall 
}ms been repaired from time to time by successive ^opes, 
and is still tlie wall of the pregent City pf Eome on tfa^ 
eastern side of the Tiber ; but on lb? western side coi^t 
siderable dianges have been made, 

The Jani(;uiam hjad been prigmally a detached . i^rt> Janicn. 
but waa conne(H«d >yith th^ City by Anrelian, who °"* 
built his wall froi^ the Tiber to it, and aero^s the Tiber 
^^onnecting it with hia waUi which ran along the jsf^rn 







eabh'bahfe; 'or perhaps %f 'M^iMS^hsI'mim^^^Jte^ 
Vttticn, certfliiily/'used- by the 'inci^t Rbhiiairilj. ^''TH*i^'Va«i6ttrt 
^ ^^- ^ai 9^0 a def ^chfe'a fo'rt.Wa^^ IjohWniik' 'te>b6 id 'vi^ 
the'tirae of I^o IV. in the ifliifli'bcAtbT^ .-"ftfrcoiiiMilAetl 
ft witK Mwali' of 'AiireKari; 1^ Ml^ WfllsMiffl thii 
Haai'iafitim;'i'Y^fe-rf«rjl7()»»^-<jf" ihfe- Pbft« 'iBBak*rttrid 



ma^t^er ^k^J^tireHair fiiia'dbhl^^vr^b'tlie J^^nieilltttti;' 'tdlMi 
misb bkWy iilte 'JaUiebldtai'aiid tKi6^dV(<r ik'c^M tli^ 
TnkeV^;* "<hat beViree'tr tli^< Ydtt«to '^lid ^ tK^ rivb'4 
Borgo. called the Leonine City, or the Bor^d/''-'.Ki^"ai^^'tfp^ 
Ward^ c/fbHii hundi^ ^tibtxigt^i)h» of iiiti'vNtU^'^t]^ of 
ilher 'IjeoMne' City^ tHiieh Thopt 'toi ' ^phah - t^M -•<fa% 
;-;';;. Heityrt^k!- The tfaiian ai^^iW'ttite 'reeeiW'btttofcjtti 
ttreiit' ItaVe'-'scrdimlbifely^aVM^d ttiiy; itfjWf*Bsf ? t6 ^ 
intfqttlil^s' ifi far asf possible. '--<i^g breadhes'' they' have 
-maa^-ih m w^S'ii^ ia 'i^i^^ bifitt ^y ^^ ^ti<«n tiot 

sangniio. ' in^^'MdiHdnttl'foi'tkfei^bns had' beeii 't&a^4h'4hb 

'd)^yeiiteenih cenhti^ V^l^ '^(^i^^'^^^^^^H 

yijeciail/bri the Sresterrt^ 'Mi^, "^Ute' a'- long M&Kil 

waH' was" biiilt' along the Irtdge '6^ tho' bill ^^nnedting 

Ifce 3"fiiifc6TtimWikhfifie Vatican^ wHii^i are fhe twd feiv 

hef^'of; «Kgh tfebfe-^titf bn <that kfidte tf-'Bome. ' One 

•'6f th6 Wfcacher was feeitr' tlie Kh-tb Smi Tincr&tid oft 

'the-hi^e^tTigtbuhd,' l!he^fab'\«h6f&'«l(^ l^endb htti^eW. 

tM'ioc^ years' ^66A'Al^^^ thfl-lWeiH^ ttrtt^r 

WAS di<ivi^h'babl: ^'the Roi^ab (nti^tM «tatidt)ed'#i«^ 

;thB bl^'wiir'ahd-foij^of ^Aiftask/wliieh' fitai'4)^'^ 

'cealeS' by : the^btttfer'- w^Il- bf^ i9aiigaft9';'!a<»d ^(aw*^<*e 

i^eH6K!iad-«iH»rid<'iif''ft(r(ibgh''^ 



1^, 4 ,«op)^'-Uw^<u^ls, they «rer« Kepeiyed ^i^li ;^cl^ 

IM.- tl«!Jf , iwpi^ fiwced . tp, i 
Ripxe,; powerful »'Wlff^^• 

pf,tb^ wall, If n tVe.oppo^ 
f^tt!Tf»,,ppipV Bear, tfea jp 

ItfaplogmpbP . of. thi» ibMj Pta. 

aJJlthe ,ppint*. awuti9ifp>d„ 

itbf fwaU.of; AuTfiW* pt,. 

^tMj.ia.JIPiitoiio.,, ;r ■_.■- , -., i .,,.,., . . • • _ 

0rftphs,A^,U»e;ii^ptt^£ acfM};^pl^^e^ tl^m,^^ (]^ 
tibp ^qi^(^uit««f aopi^t.^t^en, JUflquip. at tbi?f ifd qf Aqne- 
^Mp fiist (M^itury, i^ d^ijibed.by.lifltqjtiiyis, w,a^ Ijstter ^"^ 
^i^ppUed wi;th.w&tecrttian Wf^Ottte^.jcify.ej'^r.i^.bQep. 
(tlie_W*»ioft.if>iwt qiilxc«^«|f great apt^qijiajfl^.ipteceaC 
but is of considerable practical impQit^pi^ ral^ . | 
Iffid.tri^d'.iB vain ti].undBr5itaod,^^,fc»,tb^ p^. ^ur . 
jtQUB^,fiad,lud ,boi^^t,, all, tb«: bi^.irifip^ «iui books 9P 
:the 8Qbjept,:a^>ell:4s e?faBii;w»g tte ,Upea.foitl(e., first 
£flveu. mil^ ppt.of j^me Aco);«8 of fi^QS; ibut | could 
Jio^ f^fike th^n x^^- Tbeyarepptrlaji dowQ oi|i e^ 
fit the «gHS(iqg i^apfr beiifg. ai;tmqt^3 luidei^ropiid, 
wd at^pUifr t4iD«^ «a|Tif^ pn .^r^a^s. icfi;, oiijea. . Af, 
Jl«st;I.foand. i^ naoessaiy.to Jbuure, a nev ^pt^piiQ/ade.froiai 
Subiacow jnar whi(^ the pr^icipal, sgujces. of .tfiem a^ 
,8i£ua(ed,.tQ)Roiiier ^- distajiceiar fbxty-fiyemiiles^ .Tl^e 
Uiws ^f,tliirtEeft,#quedi?ctfl are npvr.iclqaflyil^d dowa, 
drawij^ ^ppli^d pfth^ mo^.iiapprtanti'pipiiits^ and 
photogr»pl9Srt4k^ abe|ftit.BW9,ipj)!l(}tiprt 
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ntnubw ofl.tvo hundred imdiwBoljF* I beUme.: Ja 
the Qoum ^ om ^exotvatioo^ dmng the piseaciiik) yetov 
I have also imde out teYDralpint^ c^ (fliem vwitUffi 
the w»U6 of Rome; Tbe» ure .tjso irtievn m the phob» 
gpaplw* 
TeS^ ' The giwt AwpWthfBfitae^ flte T^tmpte^^ 
^. ' of the QmftrB and ethei^ wiU come under the head 
of the /'HiUoiry of Avchite^nre/' Wbieh Jn iil$« coii!- 
tiniied tlvQagb.the Middle Agee by a le»g ftmn ni. 
ehuMhee with their details, end . th^ towece oi tho) e«stie» 
of the Baiene, with plana of thcffa. And 9Vieh:d«ta}te.M 
seemed neoa^saiy to i uttderstaod theiia« PhotOgraphe 
Tangible are acouittte tepiea^ntatfiEODB (tf tengiUe ol^eots, wd 9m 
^^^ '. most useful for the proper understaoding of similar 4>ht? 
Jectsin the Museum/ when w« oaii get the objeoto:tbem^ 
Bomim selves. We are telemhly xkix in IU)itta& lemwia fountd 
SjKn. H» ^^ emxkixj, for whidi we ape hu'gely indebted toDf^ 
Dnwn. wiigQo, end otiher frieiidly henefoctcHrs. It oocmirred to 
me also that . some, spedmens of tiie matmal^ of Yfkv^ 
the waQa of RoEie were built might be. interesting. , 
fvohmov Phillips asbed me lart year to biding om^ 
Stone of some apeoimdns of the dilferait kinds of stgine of iwbieh 
the waUa of the Kings and of the Emperora weee buHt^ 
and: I have done so. We have xiow small {^eoes of the 
Tof^ tufa with whddi the walls of Samulns^ of . Anoua Maiv 
tins, and Servios Tullius weie built, and .of the p^eritti^ 
whieh IS said to have been brQUght chiefly from the 
quarries of Gabii at a lat^ pm^iod,; but some of the 
harder upper layers. of the tufo have a olose xescaeablance 
Tra?er. to it,. Tkexx comes the travertine from the quanriea near 
Tibur or Tivoli, which was not used in Rome ijntil the 
time of the Empire, or the last oentmry of the lUimblie^ 
ni^cja. We then come to the brides of the £mpi:re> the finest 
brick, that were ev«r made, m. making whiofa thmmadM 



df slbYQft w«to •emple^ed. It Is stid <lo hM« been ^iv 
usod <ic(xi|Mktbn when nob re^oi^d fbf ot W pni^sbS; 

3%6 «x9«t date of these bri^ dm fr^qmntly be as^ scampg, 
oertMoec) by the dtemp^ ispon tiiem. T^ae are a «eittco^. 
of trade-marks to distingaish the different manufaoia- • 
riet, add during tb$ geeond, third; akid l<mrth ceoturies 
thejr oottmoniy |iave the names ol the Codstita upota 
them% ' They havd ako frequently the name of am Bm<» 
peMr <»? df some meibbera of the Imperial family, to 
whom the Ule^yard h(td beWged. You will rettiem*^ 
)^t that Eoman brioka are always fiaft» Uke what we 
usually 4^\l Uka, about two feet square ai>d (me ineb 
thi(^ at the best period) with the stamp iti the middle. 
I have brought o^er a eei^iee of then}, wbieh are nows^esor 
in the Museum ; but there has not yet been time to ^'"^^* 
arrange them, or put the labels upon them. It is, I 
believe, £he only aeries in England^ The' thieknes^ of 
these brioks and of the mortar between them> is one 
of the guides to the age of the buildings of Uie Ecnpii^ 
As a general rule, there are ten bricks to the foot, 
moitar inoluded, at the best periody the time of Neroifero. 
and Titus : et^ht it the loot, in the second century ; six, 
in the third; amd only four, in l^e fourth, as in modem 
briok Walls. The admirable tefra-cotta work and vases vm^ 
of the auoient Romans are too well known to require 
notiee here ; we have some fine speeimens of theip. 

For 3crLPi!URB, we ha?e Photographs of seme of 
the principal statues in the Museums of itome, iaclud* 
ing the tosts of the Emperors, which are useful for 
the cbtonology and to shew the costume and the head* 
dresses. 

On the subject of Sculpture and Oarving, we must not sc&iptare, 
forget the carved ivory tablets, commonly called ivories, iimries, 
of whi(^ we have same good speeimena in tlie Miw logy!"^ 
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seam; these at<^. of l^>>thii)tteAtiL>{atliolMilrtfs6i^ 

•enturies. It would not he diffioidt .to fonit tkicbpmo* 

logical series of them from the tim^ of the taflrlj^Jb^fOttK 

Empire down to the sixteenth centtiry» jvbto Aiebss 

conavte'olQgy ceases. The Consular Diptyehs vbuld. foim tf^Mft 

i>iptyc ^£ ^^^ series, and these are practically , dMed« .TJhf^ 

style of drawing, and the costumes^ as w^: as ^r^^ 

carving itsolf, are all useful for historical pnft^pMgs^ 

It will perhaps be worth while to^have aiset cliBhQt^rl 

graphs: mftde of them ; but. the excellent, serioi^f^eastii 

issued hy the Arundel So^ty ^ aiOB 'geiieraH^ sbotesflkfe) 

and are as useful for Historical purposes as the 4!>rigiiial8 

would be. They are so wdl made that il; is often. difir* 

culi to distinguish the casts froni the (Hriginals. . 

Anmdei The tosli^ated Arunde] Marbles, ere jciow^ i for thq 

inscriP most {tart iu the lower jroats. of the Mn8eimk:;:ithfiy eito 

^^^""* more valuable for the Inscriptions thail foar tiie. Seiitp» 

tures. Some of the more important Greek inseriptioni 

are still built into the walls of the room in the : sehooji 

in which they were formerly kept 

Dmwing. For THE Abt OF DRAWING, wc havo an excellent 

series for the first thousand years of the Christian ertd 

in our Photographs, such as could not be obtained 

Mosaics, anywhere but in Rome. We begin with the Mosaics 

of the first century, such as the celebrated ''Flinyf$ 

Doves,'" taken from the original* and sevenal oth<$r 

mosaic pictures and pavements of that period, piid of 

the two following centuries, which is called f^ the itjuatk^ 

of the early Empire/' We then go on with the mosaic 

pictures in the churches, beginning with S. Gonstantia, 

in the fourth century. These are merely for orna* 

« The Arundel Society's Collection contains 174 pieces; that of Professor 
Westwood (varjoas portions of which have from time to time heen exhibited 
at the meetings of this Society) contains more than a thousand pieces. 



tlMki'^ikai ciitureof die Vine; &c. At S. Maria Mag^ 
gmi;Hnr^ tii» fifth bentury, is a remarkable seriea of 
8i^iq)Uiret.^snbjeet8^ 'tlid whole history of the Bible as 
HsdeiAoatirat that time. I long despaired of getting 
thacieiftmi! natnreiiand I had them copied from Clam- annipitiu 
pihPs ^md wprkon the subject; he has preserved 
tnkho that are new destroyed, and his drawings will 
b^^ns^fo) to compare with the originals, if I tie succeed 
itt'gbttiJig them^ as I believe I now shall. The last I 
htod* was that the Dean and Chapter of the great 
Qidkeded Church of &^ Maria Ma^iore had i^t length 
ykUJed to the importunity of my photographer, that the 
n&ciaioB» have been dleaned, and the Phot<^raphs are now 
in hand. Of the sixth century, we have the mosaic 
pibtarei in the apse of SS. Cosmas and' Damian, with 
the portrait of the Pope who was the donor. Of the 
eq^tB and ninth: centuries, there are many mosaic pic- 
toiM^ieacecuted by order of the Popes after the siege of 
BoDob l^ the Lombards, when many of the churches 
and catacombs were almost dtotroyed. 
o.i/ffimultaneously with these mosaics, we have a series Freieos, 
offfresco-paintings in the Catacombs. A few of these are comira. 
bS tibe second and third centuries ; but these are not of 
fdigbus subjects, tbey are merely for ornament, as in 
the 'Pagan tombs. A large proportion of these paint<> 
itu^^ were ordered by the same Popes as the mosaic 
^ciuves.Siith<| dburches^ and in both cases for the same 
dbgfdcti^for ibe: benefit* of the numerous pilgrims who 
MinetitoSi^C4?ship vat the altars containing the relics of 
eektoated murtyrs, ror at their tombs. These mosaiep 
ondvfreseoes bring down the history of the art of draw- 
ing to the year 1000, and shew how low it had then 
fallen. 

For the Medieval period, which in a certain sense 
may be said to begin after the year 1000, when the 
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great revival of all the arts l^eg»By w& kaw a Iwgei 
ooilection of mowMS, fbescoet, altar (deooMliQns» m^ 
other objects, all well dated, generally by iuonpiioKiS' 
reeovding the names of the^ dawmti Tkeie begin witii^ 
the fine series in the crypt of St Qlement's dnirobt 
which are of the eleventli oentury, ami go on to tbe^ 
sixteenth aad seventeenth* 

EuameLk Qn the subjeet of Painting, we mult nod forget ike 
beautiful enamels with their bdllkuit ooloimiig. Tbe: 
one ebntained m King Alfred's Jewd has been tlitsady 
mmtioned. Of a later peiiod we have aiiotbee very 
remarkable exampK tho colours of whieh arft so bijit-* 
liant that it wa9 described in the old Gatelogiie as mad€^ 
of humming-birds' feathers ^ and ours is oot the on\y 
catalogue in which the mistake haa l^en made; the 
colours are as bright as if the work had been extCRted 
yesterday. The reliquaries, ofoisiers, and othei? ohvir^ 
ornaments of the Middle Agas» are froq^ently enriebed 
with enamels. The series of excellent ehfOQiP'litho* 

Fres^oik graphs of frescos and otlier ofU'ly paintings published 
by the Arundel Society, should alio be mentioned here. 
It will not be difficult to obtain a set of them, when tvo- 
can find room for them; but we must not attempt io 
do everything at once. 

Photo. Eor the present seasoi), we must be content with 

B^nJ.' Rome, for which the catalogue is wady. For the build- 
ings before the Boman period, in Egypt, Palestine^ and 
Greece, and for the series of Christian antiqnit^s, a^ 
the mosaics at Ravenna, and the Medieval period in 
England, France, and Germany, I mnst ask you to have 
patience for anoth^ season. Z have made arrangementa 

' This kind of work, which was in use throughout the Middle Agen, was 
cHled plumetS in the old inventoriea, snch as ia those of Chiirles V.» mpg^of 
France* the Dqke of Benry, atid Anne of Britanny. Sfo M. de X^ahorde, No* 
tice des JSmaux , , . dii Musee du Louvre, 2nd part, Documents et Glossairey 
p. 4H VBder the word i'ltmitft^. Fkms, 1852-0S,.lStto. 



ta: ptoGUPdf^Ae ftiolM^pbs*^ but the catalogue t)f Hiem 
iMill tdk6 Aiere Hme than I ^ve betR abk to give to 
it (hk sMSOi^) und I ^tkmJiX want the help of frietlds who 
ate acquaittted- with thosa Sastam oountrtes thrt I haT« 
aot «eaii^ We aMl^ m many tesas^ ba aUe to aocom^ 
pafay the pbdtagtaphs oC boiidiiigs with wbrks of art 
from the same places and of tha fiMia pertoAa. 
' Of SatrifiAK Am, we have actiie very fioe speoimtosy sgypt. 
I^Afaks to the kiBdnwa of out friends. 
. Of P ALmf i«ia> wet aipeat to have aome through the Palestine. 
kfindnass of frfeoda who^ ata oonateted with tlie Fdes^ 
titae Expldm^iM FiAkI, el^aUy Mr. QreviUe Chester, Grevuie 
who^ has preHMted tftany Ejects of interest to thi^ 
MuseuaQ, obidiy (r&ouL Bgfft^ and iMts aasi^ted Mr. Rowdi 
in making the oatatogue. 

Of Qtenit Alws we bw^ adme fina vased^ for which Greek 
w<e iiff'e iadebted to Mf^Hender^ot), who has kindly se* Bender- 
lected them froai his magnificent collection, and pro* ^^' 
sented th^n to ua. 

Of CHttist*A'K ANTtauiTiKs, the Saroophagus of Ju* chthtim 
nitts BasMis, of the fourth centitry, in the crypt of ties, 
&. Peter^s bM Btorae, is cdimidered as one of the finest ^^^ 
exanfti^ ; afid of that, by a lucky accidbnt, I was able 
to get an excellent plaster cast, now in this Maseum jj 
it represents the miracles of Christ, and can be better 
seen here than it can at S. Peter's, where it is in a very 
dark place, and cannot be moved. I hope to get other 
otujects of Christian Art of the Eariy Ages. 

Before I conclude, I wish to eall your attention to 
the small fund belonging to this Mus6um> of which 
a separate ac^eouut is opened at the Old Bade, Oxibrd, 
whose Londoa Agents are Messrs. Gontts and Co^, under 
the name of tlie •* AsiraoL^AH TritImp." I am in hopes that Ashmo- 
this small beginning may become the nucleus of a con- Trost. 
siderable fund, avadable for ArehsQotogicalpciiposes, by 
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iSibllegeflidnd'; otters J au<(^)ii^i4 fp l}e[ja(ij;[]$uii9i(^d 

Itfael^imteijd, }n (0100 ^>s|iOY|Id-lMB)d^^ i;«ft:i9lk6r 

lanjFjfapoieSiijtai 'frttidl 'idL liVrob^oIogi^ttii ftre-tjiiAlBeiil 

terestibave] h^bri^wviid hy^^'fifiyke^j^ tompiEitftbt; p«i)> 

bridgr' oMrnSoeiaty, io:& svAiH^etbaoiy trnd^U nrah?e^ihi .Gmtf- 
Sdet^! Md^»Camd*tt Si^etj^.:did mlichf ^d)«!.thbf w«y 
(sbqfii'.Qlieit; tfa^if ^vorb eMftUi^ed; hy>'grsij^{mhkiii \^ 
tfeamdy^were sotisiiai^l smftQibt^tqaiierifaelleirf r but^J ihinrf 
8idce<heard timti maAy. 9^ fhittoriciali wdjiiitfoh»Q> 

iJQgital iHi^^tfirt wiem^pi?<;sel¥Qd in. ^$ 'toanaer/^rJiUeift^ 
ttoa^ ^Iraj^ jcblted to itium^hy tMe 4(bma6(m of h fioji^k^^ 
im^ariial- ob^eirvors, nfid I tlie^> <pe€^ls) ;df ^ tb^ to^igHboturf- 
^ "• V' ;> ,bood:'thto took ib'Upr -k; »-':ii ;^' ---.i^'o t:^ ji^uT 

^ar at tb^)'4D]3!MhB9ciet4dg8» 'wbicbcjt 1na9[ iiii>tb^}|b«ihH; 

French «f atte6d!Bgi;:o£'ilib' ^*:8doietfe tjjoijfr. la Ooosiirvlatkvfe de$ 

for (the Monameiits/A /Und^iv tbe;>dife^i(m.'C)frM.f:dm (Sausspnt; 

STo^" fr:««t iwaB read! ooiit.# tfeotyi orr Abirtyripnw^lld^fift, 

iionsv toaderwdih 'tbcn ob^ct/ix^l^r^fiifnrtiig r^omqlbia^ 

inbieb <tbe rcomisitiee tboiightl^ougbi. to b&vfdreaoi^red^ 

and' then ianoiher 'beebimt^waa' read{:bf..4ihe'f^^^ lob^ 

tainediiby Ihe doiiatioB^ of tbd ^^evioust yenv' ^vbidb 

wei^ gi^eimUy i^erjriSstiijEustQiyj »Jni adQB3<(!asd3^: 'Has^it 

<IkUisioDt fboiij^^^ in. the name ^ of .ibctiSocietijrv the^i db«- 

jeet ^ tbey wisbed 'toi preservie^ > )dng. a. .trenbb i*ound > iH, 

pUtedbbiinflary;§tQtie8^;midrpiiibit imdco: (berproUaliiM^ 

of t)tt beal /datbt»itieai,.«Bdfo£>tbe Gcoitial gi^er^i^n^ 

by having i^ r^ibierod as aa; f Historical ' MtinnineB^i^ 

FreiKOi The .Fneacfc GoveHuxmit; baa for » m^nyi ]^ars ; pastime** 

ment. ' poDkded upwsT^of £40^030 df^dar ;€tn ; tia4 stoff^^lof 



monu- 
ments. 






tUi Imptn^t idf 'Siftorical Mmiumetitfl Md^his' ^suli*- inspector 

f I ' ' I of Monu- 

<)^1flates^4Ifd IbcftI iti^^otord, iLnd^et- thot Connaibteb mentf. 
of ibm 8o6i^y bf^geritiemett, wiio w^6 thompgk A;relie&- 
nl^gi^/ fokitid it tkeoessaryto svpplmient the wcfrk b( 
tke^mtdrnmen^iwA'^ntfthvib^ tbtire same <ibjeet9 in 
this' edfi^ner, bud ihat^th^y oftM hbd-tcv ptidteit apmA 
the. jbbbittg of the «rcbite€to eb^toyedJ^the GevCTn^ 
itiei^/ "vHio b^fti)y< idecndlishingi the itroildiiig^ they pro* 

fefc^ed 1o> restorei - and '' ^tesbpf b^ it ' appttate 'thiit the < 

Freikb J^ystem does ^not iftdi^k welU It cert^niycottM 
VGtf bedarviedoot in thib bimntry i^ntiiout'E spteiid Act ' 
ef FxriiiMiiet^t; ^ndiieh therb nM^t be gieat^ diffibiltyiii 
p0»iiigj nbn petibc^s #0Qld it be es^ient, ^ some ctf 
<mr^>ohief'tnoMity' end gentry piide^thenteelves en the 
oftfe tiiey tidcei of the mins'Of altbeye or easttes^on tfaeir 
^t$b»;c(hd iw(n9t}d M^ Inaolted by thb ^ 

ititerlbieoee of 'ai6oV6r&fiie»i Ii»ptector of Monunkentsj ^ 

That the object is most desirable we are di^^eed, o^jec^ 
tmt^ the besttfaddeof obtakiiiig It ^s the poifit to be 
i)diifiider^d ; ' perhs^s it - may be' best • effiioted by 'eaiKng 
«ri' the different' kbal'Arch83oio^ Bdcieties to raise 
a ^dkil' fabd for this pnrpbse, und 'Wbeii theirs mania* < -^ 
gjei'd^ hear ' that there i!(^a proipeet'of misdiief being -. ' 
idone>eaeh may go tp oflfer Im gebd advice uxiih mmag 
in^his b^nd} whieh will pake bis adtir^ go imaoh 
^Ptlief, and be fat moreacceptsdile. In the case of 
Ihe! DoTcliester iDyJcesy'^tUe demolitiion of ^hidh • wA Dorches. 
jbudU ail lamen tyr I ■ believe thiti ^< smaU sum / erf money ^' ^ ^' 
o&rad in »• kindly '<spirit in the name df-& public 
ilbdy ( i iwould. have> s^rbd i t ^ for < mahy years to come* 
fiiitiiitriqasctt mbat' oedurt to ^e^erybody. I belieVe th!a|; 
4nlai^ V pippoYtion) v(' dor^leisal Arch&tobgical Sbcie^ Local so 
fiaa ow«rttmr oi^igk^ib fhiaSodetyy wbich ia die: eaiSiest 
of /them, ; and in tbe oviginai lirospectus, writtenby Mr. Manuel 
Mailnd Jehnson, whose prematare fcsa^ we haye never ^^ '^^' 
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ceased to regret, the idea was suggested that the field 
was too large for any single body to work it properly^ 
and it could only be^Troll jd(^ -^y means of local Socie- 
ties. The suggestion was soon taken i:^, and when tlio 
members of this Society returned to their homes and 
t^icifbd^iiinasS; 6acb in^ his ovoi imghbou^hiMid) stared 
a local S^iety after our model - ^ 

Unfoj^tuiiafcely jat the, outlet Ui(? uwes^ty.af, »B4h 
a fiifid was not perceiTOd^and^fayjafi alteration i^ £he 
origkial rules, the subscriptioli was made to .terminate 
after five years, on the calculatioa thata lt»*^ Aeceasiipn 
of members would Ibliow; Had the original aubs6rip<* 
tion been continued by the numerous life members, fw 
it would Ixav^ beeu cheerfully by manyi we migi^t 
iK>w have a fu&d m httud available for sach dotoa* 
tions^ Let us hope that it is not too late to retrieve 
our steps^.and that byui^ii^ one vigorow effoti^ 
this Society and this University will set aii -exaitfple 
which will rou^e . th^ emiaiation of the sister Uuivf?:- 
^i;y, ^d <^ the B^iqaerou^ affiliated Societies; kdt, 
not least, that the Society of Antiquaries of London irill 
take the matter up in earnest, and exert the great in- 
fluence &f -their tiame^ 1^ years ago, or miire, whAeu I 
was a member of their '^ Executive Committee** and of 
their Council, I urged upon them to form a " Consietr- 
vatiou Fund." Nobody objected to it) but the preju- 
dices of the old school threw a wet blanket over it, and 
the scheme was suu>thered. I trust this will not OQCur 
again, but that a scheme which is on all sides acknow- 
ledged to be a good one, will b^ taken up, and worked 
out with that zeal and energy which some of our ii^em-^ 
bers know so well how to apply. The revival of the 
Society whicli has lately taken place from this cause 
gives reason tp hope that their geal will not relaXi wd 
tliat they will leave good successors behind them. 
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THB Colleotion or Mnsenm of Kataral and Arttfieial Rarities 
made by the two Tradescants (father and son), in the early 
part of the seventeenth century, was the nucleus for the forma- 
tion of the Ashmolean Museum, and probably the first collection 
of file kind of any great importance that nad ever been ^t 
together in this kingdom. Certainly it was at a date long pnor 
to that of any o^er connected with British Collections or 
MuseuiM now in existence. 

John Tradescant the elder, by biH^ a Potchman, is suppoaed 
fo have come to England abont the end of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, or the beginning of that of James the Eirst. He ap- 
pears to have been a man of extensiye knowledge, especially m 
botany and horticulture. He waa employed for a consideralde 
time by the Lord-Treasurer Salisbury, and by Lord Wotton, and 
travelled for the collection of new plants, &c. over various parts 
of Eur(^ as far as Bussia, aud also in Barbary and the Medi« 
.terranean islands. 

The exact date of his death is uncertain, but in a manuscript 
in the Archives of the University, relative to the establishment of 
di6 '^ FAyric Ghxrden" it is stated that Lord Danby had made 
an engagement with him to take charge of the garden^ but that 
soon after, '^ about Baster, 1638, the said John Tradescant 
^ied.'* 

John Tradescant, junior, seems to have had tastes and pur- 
suits very similar to hia father's, and went to Virginia, from 
whence he brought home many new plants and other rarities. 
He died in 1662. 

Their Huseum was in South Lambeth, aud called Tradescant's 
Ark ; it was much frequented by the higher classes, by whose 
means it was also considerably enlarged, as the list of "principal 
i^efaetdrs^^ at the end of tne Catalogue contains the names of 
King Charles and Queen Mary, the Puke and Duchess of Buck- 
ingham, Archbishop Laud^ Robert and William, Earls of Salis- 
bury^ Earl Carlisle, and one hundred others of the nobility 
and gentry. 

, The Catalogue, under the title of Musaum IVfidescantiomm, 
or a Collection of Rarities preserved at South Lambeth, was 
published by the junior Tradescant in 1656, who states, in the 
introduction^ that be ^' had been induced to do so by the per- 
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swasion of some inends, who pressed him irith the or^oMnt 
that the enumeration of these rarities (being mote for variety 
than any one place known in Europe could afford). would be an 
iionour to our nation, and a benefit to «Qeh ingeniotis. p^nons as 
would become further int[uirers into theyarbus modes of natore's 
admirable works^ and the curious imitators thereof 

Of the many articles named in tlie CSatalogue^ very few cati 
now be recognised in the Museum* This may be accounted for 
not only from the natural decay of some^ and bom others having 
been discarded on becoming common, or exchanged for newer 
specimens, but also, in a great measure, from the want of meatis 
for identification, owing to the entries in the Catalogue being so 
brief, one of the longest being that of the Podo, the bead and 
feet of which for many years were the only known remains of 
that singular species. The entry is, '^Dodar from the island 
Mauritius, it is not able to flie being so big/' 

In the Catalogue of Natural Productions — such as Birds, Beasts, 
and Fishes, or parts of them ; of Beptiles^ Insects, and Shells-^ 
there are 439 entries ; but these do not xepresent the whole in 
the Collection, as there are several entries of " divers sorts," and 
of " many divers sorts." It is well worthy of remark, that in the 
whole of the Catalogue not a single monstrosity is named. 

Of Fossils, Minerals, Corals, Earths^ and Gems, there are 
about 250 under their scientific names. Of Exotic Fruits^ 
Woods, Seeds, and Gums, nearly 250, besides 36 entries of co- 
louring materials for painters and dyers. 

Of artificial articles, such as specimens of Turning, Carving, 
Paintings, and the like^ and of Warlike Implements, Garments, 
&c., the entries are numerous ; but the list of Boots and Slu)es 
alone shews how energetic the Tradescants must have been in 
getting together their Collection. 

The entries are as follows : — 

" The King's Great Porter's Boots." 

" Little Jeffreys Boots." 

*' Boots from Lapland, Greenland^ Muscovy, Babylonia, Bussia, 
and Persia." 

" Shoes to walk on snow without sinking." 

*' Shoes from Peru, Canada, MoguU, China, Japan, Coraman- 
dell, Barbery, Turkey, Venice, Ehode, Malta, Poland, Grene- 
land, Portugal], Spaine, Bussia (shod with iron), and East India." 

*' Sandals of wood from China. Sandals made of twigs, and 
several sorts of Sandals from Venice, Malta, &c." 

Of Greek, Boman, British and other Coins and Medals, of 
Gold, Silver, and the baser metals, there are upwards of 400 
named entries, besides " divers old Saxon Coins," " several Old 
English or Esterling pieces of Money •" " Several sorts of Mo- 



dsmt Moneyed ficom moftt Conntrejrs in. 'Snrope^ and also from 
India, Beiigalla, Pega, Lira, Tarlush Aspers and Shebees, and 
200 sorts of DoUers." 

'' Also money from beleagored Cities, vis. Breda, Brnzdls, 
Bergen^np-Zoon, Pomfraot, Newarke, and divers other places/' 

In connection with their Moseora was a garden, and the Ca« 
iali^ae contains a list of above 1,500 plants which were growing 
there, indading many exotics, together with the commonest trees, 
shrubs, and weeds, all arranged alphabetically, each under its 
scientific name, with the English name to those which had one. 

The Tradescants^ both father and son, were buried in Lambetli 
clmrchyard, where there is a curioaslv-scalptured and emblematic 
monument to their memory* ; bat their Catalogue alone will be 
a lasting memorial to their honour, as it shews how great must 
have been their exertions in making sack a collection at a period 
when travellers were not common, and ako shews that one of 
their objects was to make it instructive, as collections of earths, 
gums, and colouring matters could only have been attractive to 
those of an inquiring mind, or otherwise interested in such mate- 
rials; and a garden in which the common chickweed, nettle, and 
other such plants held prominent pkces, could not have been de- 
signed for the gratification of mere sightseers. 

On the death of the junior Tradescant, the Collection passed 
by deed of gift to Elias Ashmole, who previously had lodged in 
Tradescant's house, and doubtless to some extent had similar 
propensities ; but Ashmole's pursuits were very various, as he had 
been a soUoitor in Chancery, an officer of the Ordnance, and 
served in the garrison of Oxford. He was a botanist, chemist, 
physician, antiquary, very learned in heraldry; and there are 

* This monument, in a very dilapidated state, is represented in the '* Philo- 
sophical Transactions/' vol. Ix'ui. tubs, iv, and v., and the foUowing appears in 

page 88 : — 

" The following remarkable epitaph (preserved at Oxford, and printed in 
Mr. Aubrey's 'Antiquities of Surrey,* p. 11), was intended for, but never 
placed upon, this monument t^ 

* Know, stranger, ere thou pass, beneath this stone. 
Lie John Ti^esoant, gtandure, father, son. 
The last dy'd in his spring ; the other two 
Liv'd till they had travelled art and nature thro'. 
As by their choice collections may appear. 
Of what is rare in land, in seas, in air t 
Whilst they (as Homer's Iliad in a nut) 
A world of wonders in one closet shut. 
These famous antiquarians, that had been 
Both gardiners to the Bose and Lilly Queen, 
Transplanted now themselves, sleep here ; and when 
Angels shall with trumpets awaken men. 
And fire shall purge the world, these hence shaU rise* 
And change their garden for a paradise.' '* 
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^tefftl entries in hb imjotlh oiBmtin|^ at tfiteioymttii in the 
elmstenbig of ehQdzmi. He appean to hatre been held in hi^ 
esteem by the king and by the nobihty in gen^* He heUt 
smral offioea, the highest being tbat of Wmdsot Herald, butr 
declined the still higher office of Garter King st AMb, and alsty 
lb be elected Member of Parliament for Lichfldd, h»i nailte city. 
I Owing to Tradescant^s ^dow disputing Ashmole's claim t^ 
the CoHeotion^ he did not obtain possession of it till 1674^ when 
he had it removed from Tradescant's to his own house ; three 
years after this he made an ofbr of it to the Universit^^ which 
was accepted^ and tiiis building erected for its reception* In 
1688 the Collection was removed to Oxford, and the Mitseum 
opened for inspection. 

It does not appear that Ashmole made any great additions to 
tiie Oolleotlon, or that it was open for inspection by the public 
while in his possession. There is no allusion in his diaiy to ins 
collection of coins till after he bad possession of Tradeacant's 
CoUection, and in the Catalogue of Uie Musemrn^ publisheid in 
1836, only five artides are ascribed to him apart from those fl'om 
Tradescant's Museum. The articleB so ascribed al'e aS Mlows '.-^ 

The Sword given by Pope Leo X, to King Henry "VIIL/witli 
tiie tiUe, " Defender of the Faith/' 

Henry the Sigfath's Tnider«*box. . 
' Queen Bliasabeth's Boots, and 

Two Gold Chains^ whicSi were ftewentbi to Ashniole^ one by 
tine King of Denmark, and the <mGt by the iHeetcnr of Bran- 
denburg. 

The greatest addition made by Aidimoto^ to the clonal Collec- 
tion was that of his Libmry/both of firiiited Sboks and Kiinn«. 
scripts, many volumes of the latter being on Heraldk, Personal, 
and Historical matters chiefly oonnedted with his own rimesy 
which have been, ai^d aro fASl jxaith nferred tO| espedally in re« 
speet to family pedigrees. 

It also contained a large nnmbar isf manusoript viclnmes on 
Astrological subjects, to the study of whibh occcdt science Ash* 
mole was much devoted* He Was on intimate terma witii all the 
most noted of those who ma^e it a profession. He attended the 
Astrologers' feasts, and he purchased the libraries of Lilly and 
John Booker, to the latter of whom ho erected a monumentj on- 
which was his own name. 

At or about the time of the Ashmolean Museum being first 
opened (168S), several objects of importance were presented to 
it, the most noteworthy being two Egyptian sculptured stones, 
which were presented by the Bev. Bobert Huntington, D.D.^ of 
Merton College. There does not appear to be any record as to 
how he became possessed of them^ or of the place from whence 
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?e)low of lileiloft.C^IIagQftiid Pxofeavot of Afltionomy bam 1MB 
tp I649» wf|»| to JBigipt to obtttd mefUMneoMiits and infbmuh-. 
t^n le^QO^ng thA 6n»t Pjrvniol^ft is pNbaUft that ik^ 
vet^ hvougbtr to JBogUnd by hki!i% 

Tbe99 «toMi lia?o beea tniidft vdnedj. and both am crigmred 
in iUarmm^ GnMMfMJdi^ Om bad been auppofledl to be piibof 
a fi^ tomb; tbi9 ono- baa sow eottie into apedial notiee flroaa 
aieeent diaoovaijF of a atoaa TaUet on vhbh aoa.uttoribed tho 
iiftmea of a long list of Kings «f Egjpi ai a Tdij leniote time, 
auii it iaaow stalecl^^on hi^ mkharity, that tbia ja tbe^ ^iiaeb 
kpowQ moniinifffitajt atmo W ^ioh odale cia be aaagnod, and 
that it is of a date many centuries previous to that of the Geieqt 
Bjiwad. 

fiom the Opaning of the Moaevm to Ihe ear^ part of the 
prosent eetttury Teigr uiaagr other addltiona van ovide, by gift* 
ifOiB. vaiioos beneiaeteiSi and amongst them aeveial arlMika 
found in ComwaUi wUoh are figiised» and a descriptioft of their 
4iaeoveiy given« in Bodaatfa Hirtnij txf that eonnty. Theae 
were preaentod to. the Mnaeisn by the Ajathor rf that woEk« 
Tbeve 409 idso Tariona Aiticks< disooveied in Monmonthahirey 
presented to the Museom by Gsfitoin Biidin 1698. These aie 
figured, and the manner of their diaeomy deaeribed, in Gamdfen'a 
'' Britannia,'' 1695. Other impottant gifts might bo meotiMiad, 
\mt br< fW the aoab ialtteatrae ia that of AJfirad'a Jewel, which 
was discovered neai: the site ofAtheltejir Abbeyia Someiaatihife' 
in 1698, and presented to the Mnaeum by Thomas Palmer^ £$q*« 
IZlSy Domg the mm .paiBiDd tiie Aabmolean Idhnry was 
gasatljr enlarged hf the addons of Sit W.Dagdala'a, and the 
Aabitegr MaMSoiuiftB, Antbooy Wood's ICanasoripta and Frioted 
pookh sod by Jikitin Taster^a Idtoiy, 

About the end of the knlvand feiui eariy part U the pieaent 
century, the Mnaeom waa bnt little visited^ probably nol only 
fiiQin tbo decaj of many o£ the :arti<des, and others having bat 
tbeur iriitioetiona from the effieota of doat and exposure for so 
many years» bat also in a great dqpree from the nef^eot of the 
authonitiea oonntoted with the Moseonu Of thia neglect a striking 
illostvalaon is afisffded by the Ssot that one of the ounosities 
shewn, whieh waa espeai^ attractiTo to the more ignorant of 
the vintozs^ was the Xi^-bone of an Ekphant^ whioh was ex* 
bAdted and kbdiled aa the ThiglHbone of a Giant ; and it waa 
aUted that thia bone ww booght of the Glei^ of the Pariah of 
Saldoek, in Hertfordabire^ who shewed two atones sixteen feet 
apart, aa the baad and foot stimea of the Giant^a Grava On the 
appointment of Mr. John Shnto Dnncan aa Keqper of the TAu^ 
aeiUQf one of hia first aeta waa to have the labaL nramid from the 
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bone^ whjdi is now in the Anatomical Department of the New 

Museum. 

The appointment of Mr. Dunean to the offioe of Keeper in 
1823 led to very great and important changes in the Museum^ 
as by means of a grant of money by Convocation^ a very liberal 
expenditure on the part of himself and his brother, who suc- 
ceeded him as Keeper, and by donations from other sourdes, the 
building underwent a thorough repair and cleaning, the floor of 
the upper room was strengthened by the erection of columns in 
the room beneath it, cases were provided for such objects as 
most needed them, and great additions were made by various 
benefactors to the Collection, espedally in the Natviral Sjstory 
Department. 

Great as the improvements thus eitected were, the want of 
room prevented that arrangement and classification which is now 
consideired necessary ; for although the specimens in the different 
Orders in Natural History were scientifically arranged, still there 
was a confused mixture of Antiquities with Natural objects, and 
on the building of the New Museum the Ashmoleau Library 
was transferred to the Bodleian Library, together witli the eoi- 
lection of Coins and Medals, to which additions had hem made 
by the late Dr. Ingram and other benefactors. The wlvde of 
the objects connected with the Natural Sci^ces, including the 
Great Magnet, were removed to the New Museum, and con- 
siderable alterations were made in the internal arrangements of 
the building. 

The upper room, which previously had been the principal 
Museum, was taken as an additional Public Examination School, 
and divided from the Museum, a separate entrance being made 
to it. The small side rooms, which had contained the Library, 
were converted into a private room for the Public Examiners, 
and a lavatory for the Students. The basement, which pre- 
viously had been held by the Professor of Chemistry, was con- 
verted into a room for the reception of a part of the Arundel, 
with other inscribed Marbles, and connected with the Museum 
by an addition to the staircase. And the middle room was 
apportioned for the Antiquarian and Ethnological Collections. 
• Under the dh'ection of Professor Phillips, who had been ap- 
pointed Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum on the resignation of 
the late Mr. Phih'p Bury Duncan, in 1864, the various parts of 
the Collection were arranged, as far as possible, in chronological 
or geographical order, the articles connected with early British 
times (i.e. British, Romano-British, and Anglo-Saxon )» with 
some few exceptions, occupying the three cases in the middle of 
the room, other articles being arranged in cases around the 
room in the following order : — ^European, Asiatic, African, Poly- 
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nwm, Am^cutj and Eaqaimaux* One oase only, placed under 
the central window, containing miscellaneous articles^ and others 
requiring lights interfering with this arrangement 

Subsequent additions to the Museum have led to some change 
iu the arrangementSt and, with a view to form an Oxford Collec- 
tion, two small cases have been added for the reception of inter- 
esting articles eonneeted with Oxford, or found within its limits. 
Doubtless this Collection will ra{Hdly increase as it becomes more 
generally kiiown> and more space is a£Eorded for the reception 
of donations to it 

Of. the many additions to the Antiquities in this Museum, 
from the time of Mr. Duncan's alterations till the recent changes, 
some few demand especial notice. These are : — 

A. variety of articles from Barrows opened by the Bev. James 
Douglass, being a considerable portion of those figured and de- 
scribed in his Nania BrUanniea* They were purchased of his 
widow by Sir Bichard Colt Hoare, and presented by him to the 
Museum in 1829. 

In 1S45| a variety of articles, including Saxon and British re^ 
mains, were bequeathed to the Museum by the late Bev. Allan 
Boffman Huteliings, of Appleshaw, Hants. ; and an account of the 
discovery of the most important of them is given in a letter from 
him to Sir Bichard Colt Hoare, published in his Bhtory of 
Modem South Wiltthire, Stmdred of Alder bury ^ vol. v. 
pp. 209—212. 

Valuable articles of British and Saxon remains were collected 
at Brighthampton and Standlake, Oxfordshire, during excavations 
in the years 1857-8, made under the inspection of Mr. J. Y. 
Akerman, Secretary and Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, 
and the late Mr. Stephen Stone, of Brighthampton. The exca- 
. vations were carried on by means of a subscription from promoters 
of antiquarian research, chiefly living in Oxford or the neighbour- 
hood, amongst whom were the Bev. Dr. Wilson, the Bev. B. 
Gordon, and the Bev. J. C. Clutterbuck. The President and 
!FeUows of St. John^s College also were subscribers to the fund, 
and, as proprietors of the land, consented to the excavations 
being made^ it being previously understood that all articles dis- 
oovered should be deposited in the Ashmolean Museum. 

In connection with the last-named benefaction, Mr. Stephen 
Stone presented a Model, made by himself, of a British Yillage 
ho. discovered near the site of the previous excavations, which 
was re-excavated under his own inspection, the expenses being 
defrayed by the Bev. Dr. Wilson. 

An account of these discoveries is published in the Afchao* 
logiay and iu the Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries. 
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Since the Maseiiin was re-opened several valuable additions 
have been made to it. 

In 1864, W. M. Wylie, Esq., of Blaokwater,. Hants., M.A. 
of Merton Oolle^, P.S.A., presented the valoable Collection of 
Anfflo-Saxon rehcs, discovered by himself at Fairford in Qlonces- 
tershire, and described in his work entitled Fairford QraoeSj 
a copy of which he had previoosly presented to the Mnseam. 
He has nnce presented a Bronze lebque of an exceedingly rare 
class, found at Lucera in Apulia; and various other srticles. 

A numerous and valuable collection of Flint Implements found 
in Denmark, some of them remarkably well made and polished, 
was presented in 1865 by the eminent Engineer, Bobert Bawlin- 
son, Esq., G.B. 

A large number of articles of various kinds have at different 
times been presented by the Bev. Greville J. Chester, induding 
a collection lately mounted in the Museum, of interesting articles 
from Mummy tombs. 

A Collection of Greek and Etruscan Vases and Lamps were 
presented in 1868 by John Henderson, Esq., of Montague^street, 
London, M.A. of Balliol College, F.S.A. 

The Trustee of the Ghiisty Collection at various times pre* 
sented two Mummies and Cases, with a variety of other articles^ 
and have in preparation for transit to this Museum a large nvm* 
her of Greek and Egyptian relics. 

In 1863, the Warden and Fdlows of New College presented 
Casts of Seals on the CoU^e Documents, upwards of 700 in 
nomber* These, from want ol oonvenient means, have net yel 
been open for inspection, but with other similar Casts in the 
Museum, would form a very interesting ooUectaon, which doubt* 
leas would be increased by similar donations. 

Of the general contents of the Museum, it is wortliy of notice, 
that very many are figured or referred to in works of importance, 
or are connected with persons of note whose travels have been 
published. 

Of British remains there are many very int^esting articles, 
and the Urns and Implements found at Standlake are especirily 
so, from the British village and circles in wliich they were found, 
and probably they are relics of the earliest period of wbidi re- 
mains are now known in connection with the inhabitants of this 
country ; while in the largest of the Urns of Mr. Hutehings' 
Collection we have the finest, or at least one of the finest and 
best preserved, British Urns in the kingdom, while the high finish 
of the articles which were amoi^st the burnt bones in it when 
foond, shew it to be of the other eztieme, i«eu of the latest British, 
or periiaps Bomano-Bxitish periods 
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Of BoiDano-British Articles there are but few^ although, as 
already sheTrn, some of these are represented and described in 
M'orks on antiquities of high standing. Sut as regards Anglo- 
Saxon remains, this Museutn irill bear comparison ^ith any in 
the kingdom, as, independent of the mat Gem, Alfred's J^wel, 
the three collections already referred to cnn hardly be sur- 
passed. 

In the general European Collection there are Plint implements 
from Pressigny from the Christy CoUection, a «mall but well- 
selected Collection of Belies from the Pfahlbauten, or Swiss Lake 
Dwellings, obtained by purchase, and the Flint Implements from 
Denmark, which have been already alluded to. Of relics of 
Medieval times there are a few weapons of a rare kind, and mniiy 
interesting personal relics, especially from the time of Henry Vlll. 
to that of Charles II. 

There are some implements of early and of more recent dates, 
and amongst the Works of Art are interesting specimens of Ivory 
and Stone Carvings of early dates. 

The Asiatic Collection is miscellaneous, but attention may 
especially be directed to the Clay Models of Chayles or Dahgopee, 
in which are enclosed Clay Seals, impressed with sentences con- 
nected with the Buddhist Faith, in early Sanscrit characters. 
These were presented by the late Capt. Sim, Eoyal Engineers. 

The African Collection contains a large variety of articles, and 
amongst them are many which were given by BurchelJ, the 
African traveller, and fere figured and described in his work. 

The Polynesian and New Zealand Collection contains most of 
the Implements represented in the folio edition of Cook's ** Se- 
cond "Voyage/' published 1787, and probably all that remains 
of bis collection during that voyage. It also contains some ex- 
traordinary specimens of the native talent, brought home by 
Captain Beechey, on his voyage in the " Beagle." 

The numerous articles from America are interesting, but non« 
especially so; but the Esquimaux Collection is well worthy of 
inspection, nearly all the articles having been brought home from 
Behring's Strait, by Captain Beechey ; or from the natives of 
the Melville or Southampton Islands districts, by Captain Lyon, 
or Lieutenant Harding. 

The Egyptian Collection is small, and has already been al- 
luded to. 

Since the re-opening and general re-arrangement, the articles, 
with some few exceptions^ have been labelled ; and MS. Cata- 
logues have been or are being made for each separate Collection, 
in which every article is fully described. It is intended to in- 
clude the whole in one general MS. Catalogue, in which each 
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article, which cannot be fully describedi or which is not figured 
in some well-known work, shall be shewn in outliue, to give sore 
means for recognition, so that such difficulties as those aUnded to 
with respect to the remaining articles of Tradescanfs Museam 
may be prevented for the future. 

A Catalogue has also been publislied, drawn up by Mr. Bo well 
under the direction of the late Keeper, Professor Pliillips, of 
Donations to the Antiquarian and Ethnological Collections in the 
Ai«hmolean Museum since the publication of the Catalogue in 
1836 to 1868. 
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